
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LOS ANGELES
5151 State University Drive* Los Angeles, CA* 90032-8226

PROGRAM FOR THE MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE
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ph [day]   (            )                      -
work/Alt: (            )                      -

City, state, zip                                                                                                        Country (if other than USA):
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A. Prerequisite coursework, * if any (indicate course #, qtr. completed, & grade below).

Course 1 : Course 2 : Course 3 : Course 4 : Overall
Cumulative

prerequisite GPA
        Quarter         /     grade                        Quarter         /     grade                    Quarter         /     grade                         Quarter         /     grade

*Prerequisite courses do not count toward MA program. All students are strongly advised to complete POLS 281 and POLS 373 prior to enrolling in POLS 505
and POLS 550, respectively.

B. Official coursework (must maintain cumulative GPA of 3.0 or >; no credit for grade of C- or below).

Required  Core (24 units) UNITS GRD QTR. transferable course or substitution
I. Political Theory

POLS 509 Seminar: Found. of Empirical Political Theory 4.0
POLS 510 Seminar : Political Theory 4.0

II. American Political Studies
POLS 504 Seminar : American Political Behavior 4.0
POLS 505 Seminar : American Political Studies 4.0

III. International Relations/Comparative Politics
POLS 527 Seminar : Advanced Studies in IR 4.0
POLS 550 Seminar: Comparative Politics 4.0
IV. Concentration ( 16 units)  in American, Theory, or Global ---------------------------------------see reverse for requirements

Selected Concentration ---------------------------------------- _ _ American Politics;  _ Political Theory; _ Global Politics
1. 4.0
2. 4.0
3. 4.0
4. 4.0

Comprehensive exam (OPTION A) or  Thesis (OPTION B)
OPTION A

POLS 592  Poli Sci Practicum, OR POLS 597 Graduate Research 5.0 _ 592 / _ 597                    *no equivalent transfer credit allowed*
POLS 596 Comprehensive Exam 0.0 CR/NC *minimum two attempts*

OPTION B  (requires MA advisor approval)
POLS 599 Thesis 5.0 CR/NC *no equivalent transfer credit allowed*
          total minimum units===========================    45.0

C. University Requirements
WPE/GWAR: CSU exempt _ required _; qtr. & year satisfied______________

Applicant _________________________________________________________________date_____________

Advisor __________________________________________________________________ date _____________

Dept chair ________________________________________________________________ date _____________

Rev 08/05: ED

Qtr. classified (g2)

______________________

______________________

Qtr. candidacy (g3)

______________________

______________________



REQUIREMENTS FOR CONCENTRATIONS (16 UNITS)

Each concentration requires the completion of four courses drawn primarily from the undergraduate curriculum
(400-level courses only) in the Department of Political Science. These courses should be completed prior to
enrollment in the graduate seminars. In addition to the 400-level undergraduate courses listed for each
concentration, students have the option of completing POLS 598 Graduate Directed Study. POLS 598 requires
students to complete an independent research paper or comparable project under the supervision of a single
faculty member. Students must receive approval from both the supervising faculty member and the MA advisor
prior to enrolling in POLS 598.

If you have any problems fulfilling the requirements of your selected concentration, speak with the MA advisor
as soon as possible.

American Politics Concentration

• Choose four courses from the following: POLS 400, 404, 406, 408, 409, 414, 418, 425 or 598 (POLS
598 must be supervised by faculty in American Politics)

Political Theory Concentration

• Choose three or four courses from the following:  POLS 431, 433, 435, 437 or 598 (POLS 598 must be
supervised by Dr. McLendon or Dr. Bowman)

• Students may take ONE of the following courses from the Department of Philosophy: PHL 410, 413,
447 or 574

Global Politics Concentration

• International Relations (choose two courses from the following):  POLS 423, 425, 426, 427, 428, 429,
or 598 (POLS 598 must be supervised by Dr. Lim or Dr. Siler)

• Comparative Politics (choose two courses from the following):  POLS 446, 451, 452, 453, 455, 459,
531, or 598 (POLS 598 must be supervised by Dr. Lim or Dr. Siler)

***

Additional Course Recommendations

We strongly recommend all MA students to complete POLS 281 Quantitative Methods in Political Science and
POLS 373 Foundations of Comparative Politics prior to enrolling in POLS 505 and POLS 550 respectively.


